
Use this scavenger 

hunt to help guide you 

through the displays! 
Grades 5-8 

As you wander around the Garbage Garage, can you answer these questions? 

Mountain of Trash 

1. Where does our trash go?   

Enter the percentage in the  

appropriate spaces in the pie  

chart to the left to show how much 

is recycled/composted, incinerated 

and landfilled.  Look in “Where is 

Away.” 

Mountain of Trash—Reducing 

2. To show how you would have reduced the amount of stuff on the Mountain of 

Trash, list three things that are NOT recyclable, but that YOU would have reused. 

 1.  

 2.  

 3. 

3.  How long does it take a household of four to throw away the amount of trash on 

our “Mountain?” if they don’t reduce, reuse or recycle? __________   

 



Reusing and Recycling 

3. Why is it a good idea to reuse things? 

 

4. What is the difference between reusing something and recycling it?   

 

5. Do you recycle at home?  YES NO  Why or why not?  

   at school?  YES NO 

History of Trash 

6. In the early 1900’s many towns in this country had piggeries.  What were they 

and why were they a bad idea? 

Household Hazardous Waste 

7. If not disposed of properly, how many gallons of water can just one quart of    

motor oil pollute? _________________________________________________ 

9. BONUS QUESTION 

    How many trees are       
wasted every Sunday in 

America, by people    

throwing away their   
newspapers?  

____________ 

Name something   

you learned today   

at the Garbage      

Garage that 

“WOWED” or  

surprised you! 

Three computers area—after listening about aluminum recycling. 

8. What other things can be made from recycled aluminum, besides cans? 


