
Larimer County Extension Advisory Committee Minutes 

November 4, 2015 

 

 

Members present:  Dixie Dick, LaVon Blaesi, Irene Romsa, Harry Love, Sue Ballou, Ronda Koski, 

Pam Harrold, Laurel Kubin, and Fred McClanahan, Jr. 

 

Excused:  Susan Bonsall, Valerie Clark, Commissioner Lew Gaiter 

 

Chairman Dixie Dick called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.  

  

Introductions were made and minutes of the September 2 meeting were approved. 

 

 

Extension Showcase 
 

Ronda Koski will emcee. 

There will be five speakers at Showcase and presentations will be videoed. 

Confirmations will be going out when guests reply. 

 

 

Focus Groups 
 

The purpose of focus groups is to gather input from a variety of users and non-users about how we 

are accomplishing our goal of investing resources in appropriate, timely Extension programming for 

local citizens.  We also want to educate focus group participants about the breadth of Extension 

program and audiences.   

 

There will be guidelines for each of the 4 or 5 focus groups, who will be invited to participate, and 

the format and questions established prior to each session. 

 

 

Program Update: 
 

Laurel Kubin, Larimer County Extension Director gave an update on her program areas. 

 

Smart Health Insurance Workshops 

 

These were developed by the University of Maryland and the University of Delaware. 

Helps individuals make smart choices about decisions on insurance, learning terms and helping in 

deciding on the type of health insurance individuals may need. 

Topics include premiums, co-pay, deductibles, etc. 

Cheaper insurance may cost more in the long run due to co-pay amounts, deductibles, and other out 

of pocket expenses. 

The program is NOT designed or held to sell insurance. 

 



Take Charge of Money Matters 

 

Class participants come to Extension through HPI (Homelessness Prevention Initiative).   

Individuals come to a 2 hour class and then a one-on-one consultation. 

A 3-month post class survey is done as a follow-up to show financial improvement achieved. 

One participant said, “I’m further ahead financially than where I expected to be, and I feel a lot more 

comfortable.”   

 

Director’s Report 

 

4-H Achievement Night was well attended and a huge success. 

Budget update:  the new 4-H agent position is still included in the proposed 2016 county budget. 

Others mentioned that Laurel Kubin was honored at the Colorado State University Distinguished 

Alumni Dinner in October. 

 

 

Trends and Issues 

 

Programs are available to match individuals with aging homeowners.  They are there as a trusting 

“housemate”, not as a caregiver, but just to have someone to be there.  It is proving to be a great 

situation for all. 

 

Cheaper housing, but it still has the same tenant and general rent issues. 

 

The possibility of having an Extension information table at the indoor Winter Market. 

 

 

2016 Extension Advisory Committee meetings 

Jan 6 

Mar 2 

May 4 

Jul 6 

Sep 7 

Nov 2 

 

 

 The next meeting of the Extension Advisory Committee will be Wednesday, January 6, 2015 at 8:00 

a.m. in the Larimer County Extension Office meeting room. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 

 

 

Submitted by Fred McClanahan, Jr. 


